Field Guide to the Birds of Trinidad and Tobago
By Martyn Kenefick, Robin Restall, and Floyd Hayes. 2011 The book starts with a brief description of the geography, habitats, and climate of the two islands. There are descriptions of the best places to find birds which are both accurate and realistic.
The book covers 470 species, both native and introduced. The text is brief but informative, with a useful section on similar species. The new plates are essential for the difficult species, like elanias and flycatchers. I would never have identified a Small-billed Elania without Kenefick's original book, and this revised edition is an improvement. Most remarkable is the five plates of New World warblers, that has the most detailed coverage of any guide. Most species have several plumages, ranging from the dullest immature to the brightest male. Some of the illustrations I did not like have been retained. There are birds that look more like museum specimens, than birds in the field. This is not critical for a distinctive species like Crested Caracara, with its odd, gangly pose. However I had great difficulty identifying an immature Ornate Hawk Eagle from this plate. Birds of Venezuela shows more clearly the wing and body shape and the description backs this up. I later checked these characteristics against photos on the internet. There are no range maps.
These criticisms notwithstanding this is now the essential guide to these exotic islands. For the best part it is accurate, easy to use and portable. Note the publisher has changed from Yale University Press to Christopher Helm of London, the natural history arm of A & C Black Ltd, I am not sure how this will affect the North American distribution. If you are going to T&T this well done book is a must have guide; wherever you need to go to buy it.
